Akaroa Idyll

If you love nature, history, learning, walking, relaxing, few places in New Zealand have as interesting a history - both natural and human - as Akaroa. There is so much to see in its fauna and flora, its geology, its Maori and European history - eight days will certainly not be long enough. But it will be a start! We have a great venue for our accommodation and have developed a programme which you will all enjoy. 

What We Will Experience

The programme is based on day trips in a comfortable 4WD coach. Activities include historic town walks, a harbour cruise on the beautifully restored ketch, the Fox II, a whole day at Hinewai Reserve (Banks Peninsula's "National Park"), museum visits in Akaroa and Okains Bay, and two days exploring the outer bays of the peninsula.

Accommodation & Meals

Our accommodation is at Bantry Lodge in French Farm on the western side of Akaroa Harbour. It was built in the 1880’s by William Chelswell White (Viscount Berehaven) on land bought from Thomas Baker, the founder of an “Outward Bound” style school. White named the building Bantry Lodge but sold it and returned to Ireland having inherited the title of 4th Earl of Bantry,. In 1995 a two-storey extension was added and more recently an adjacent cottage was modernized. Bantry Lodge at French Farm is now a comfortable historic building with a view over the bay to Onawe Peninsula. It also, coincidentally, resembles a holiday home near Glengarrif in Ireland, built by the 2nd Earl of Bantry.

All meals are provided.

Dates, Price & Bookings

13 – 20 March 2012

Price: contact Odyssey Travel (see below) 

Enquiries to: Tussock & Beech Ecotours, Staveley, RD 1, Ashburton 7771. Ph:03 303 0880; e-mail: ecotour@nature.net.nz.

Website: www.nature.net.nz.

Bookings to: Odyssey Travel, PO Box 37999. Parnell, Auckland. Ph: 09 374 4482.

e-mail: a.dale@odysseytrtavel.com.au
website: www.odysseytravel.com.au
What to bring

Personal

Toilet gear; personal first aid (eg plasters, Disprin); earplugs (if you are a light sleeper)

A good book to read

Clothing and Footwear

A good quality waterproof parka; light nylon parka; warm clothing - vest, woollen jersey, gloves, warm hat; lighter clothing - shorts, light trousers, shirts, sun hat; clothing to change into at night; sandals or light footwear; daypack; hiking boots or stout walking shoes, spare socks; sun screen, sun glasses, insect repellent; drink bottle (1 litre).

Optional

Binoculars, camera, walking poles.

Itinerary

Day 1

Visit Kaituna Valley Scenic Reserve for afternoon tea and then stops at Birdlings Flat (looking for agates) and Little River (visiting the Art Gallery). We arrive at Bantry Lodge, French Farm, in time to unpack and prepare for dinner.
Day 2

Our historical orientation. We meet local historian Steve Lowndes who introduces us to Akaroa and its history as well as guiding us onto Onawe Peninsula. In the afternoon we travel to Akaroa township, visit the museum and then enjoy a historical walk of the town.

Day 3

The day starts with a walk in the historic French quarter of Akaroa, including the L'Aube Hill Cemetery, Akaroa's first power station & historic churches. We also visit  Onuku & Takapuneke, two places of special significance in NZ’s history. After lunch we head out by 4WD coach on the Lighthouse Road, past Brasenose, to the original site of the lighthouse. Spectacular headland scenery.
Day 4

Our day at Hinewai Reserve. Hinewai is a 980 hectare reserve which was purchased by the Maurice White Native Forest Trust. It is an amazing conservation story - with an equally amazing manager, Hugh Wilson. Hugh is an outstanding field botanist, pragmatic conservationist (he does not own a car and bikes everywhere). I think of him as New Zealand's answer to David Bellamy. You can look forward to meeting Hugh and exploring Hinewai.

Day 5

We explore some northern bays of the peninsula. First stop is Okains Bay and Murray Thacker’s museum. Our first walk for the day is around the precinct of the Okains Bay village as a prelude to this impressive museum. This takes up most of the morning. Lunch is usually enjoyed on the beach at Okains Bay & the afternoon is spent exploring the other northern bays.

Day 6

We will start the day with a historic walk in the English part of Akaroa before boarding The Fox II, a historic ketch for a harbour cruise. We will see Hectors Dolphins (the world's smallest oceanic dolphin) and other wildlife including spotted shags, blue penguins and fur seals. The afternoon will be free time.

Day 7

The day we spend exploring the western side of the harbour basin, visiting the Barry’s Bay cheese factory, French Farm, Te Kao, Wainui & Carew Peak reserve on the crater rim.

Day 8

We leave Bantry Lodge after breakfast & travel back to Christchurch via Little River, Wairewa / Lake Forsyth, Birdlings Flat & Te Waihora / Lake Ellesmere. We plan to be at Christchurch Airport by 12.30 pm.
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